South African Heart Association

Annnual General Meeting 2009

Friday 23rd  October 2009 at 1800
1. Welcome
Apologies:
Prof Tony Mbweu

Prof David Marais

Dr PJ Jordaan

2. Confirmation of minutes of AGM 2008

Accepted that the minutes of the AGM 2008 reflect the proceedings thereof. 
Proposer Dr G Cassel Sec Dr Cobus Badenhorst.
3. Matters arising from the minutes (AGM 2008)

Nothing was raised.
4.  Cardiology at the minutes.
Prof L Opie commented that the Cardiology at the Limits team appreciated the fact that the SA Heart Association endorsed the meeting. All members can access the talks on the internet. Next year is different in that the meeting will have a cardio-metabolic bias. Therefore sponsorship will come from an insulin company and this is lower than usual. Hence less people have been invited. Still seeking further sponsorship to allow more attendees.

4. Presidents report



As read and published.


Comments: No comments.

5. Treasurers Report and approval of audit.
Dr R Jardine explained the report, emphasising the loss for the year ending 2/2009.




Comments: No comments.
6. Annual reports from standing committees


Private practice Committee.

 As read and published.

Full Time Practice Committee.
 As read and published
Dr G Cassel commented on the state of cardiology in South Africa. He wondered whether South African Heart Association should be doing more to encourage cardiology training.


Education Committee

Prof T Matihvha thanked the president for his help during her tenure.  The committee had a brief from President regarding the investigation of cardiology requirements of the country. The committee will continue to develop this theme. Scholarships will be coordinated between Education Committee and Full Time Practice committee. No input from cardiothoracic group. 



Comments: Prof J Brink apologised and commented that a small return from the heads of departments had been received. Prof B Mayosi emphasised the importance of recruiting trainees for the country.
Dr A Horak said many were being lost to overseas.

Dr R Nethonondo said there was a need to interact with provincial and central policy makers to influence this process.


Ethics & Guidelines

Dr A Dalby commented that the ESC guidelines must be promoted and members must be encouraged to use them.  He mentioned that Access, Quality, Affordability were key issues.
The SA Heart Association response to the request from gynaecologists re advertising claims by over the counter supplement manufacturers had resulted in threats of legal action. The matter is outstanding.


Comments: No comments.
7. Reports from Special interest groups/ regional branches

SASCI 
Dr G Cassel said that SASCI has been very active in terms of new procedures and the visiting professors programme.  The latter programme would extend over a two month period and Prof JP Basson will be the first visitor. He will spend one month at UCT and one month at Baragwanath. He thanked Medtronic Europe for sponsorship. 
The 2009 recipient of the RC Fraser International Fellowship Award in Interventional Cardiology was Dr Somalingum Ponnusamy from Inkosi Albert Luthuli Central Hospital.

Four young South African fellows will be sent to LA.  Dr Cassel paid tribute to Dr K O’Connel.

HEFSSA 
Dr E Klug read the report back on behalf of Prof K Sliwa. Affiliation with ESC heart failure society is satisfactory. They held two combined meetings, one in Nice and one at this annual meeting. Prof K Sliwa is co chair of the ESC peripartum cardiomyopathy registry.

HeFSSA also arranged two echo training meetings, one at Spier and at this congress. HeFSSA was also active in this year’s GP programme.  Dr E Klug was instrumental in getting the Guidelines on heart failure in South Africa published. The Website is active and updated. He thanked G Nel and Fransiska du Toit for their invaluable assistance. 


 South African Cardiothoracic Surgeons



No income



One meeting



No comment


PCSSA

Dr J Hewitson commented on two important issues viz, the World congress and survey of country with regards to paediatric cardiology.  Requests from government for this information have been received.


Comments: None
CASSA  
Highlighted support of ARVC registry and highlighted need for separate meetings i.e. Syncope meeting this year and next years meeting on atrial fibrillation.


LASSA 
Prof Marais submitted report. They are active in guidelines and policy.
Reports of regional branches.

All branches are active and form core of the society. Reports from each group were tabled.  All accepted. No comments made.  Prof B Mayosi wished all branches well over the next year

8. SA Heart Registry (SHARE).
Dr A Thornton and Elisabeth Schaafsma presented the state of the project. Ms E Schaafsma made presentation of the registry data to date.  She traced the history of the project. Use Lotus notes as base. She ran through application to date of the programme and some examples of data obtainable.  .  She said that nearly 1000 Cathlab patients had been entered, and more than 220 surgical cases had been captured.

Dr A Thornton commented that we now have a product and can now try to get an income stream from the data.

Comments: Dr G Cassel congratulated Ms Schaafsma and Dr A Thornton. He said it was necessary to comply with international trends but that challenges remained e.g. the number of doctors entering data. He would ensure SASCI would co operate and its corporate members, he felt would be agreeable.
Dr C Hammond asked about patient consent re their information being used. Dr A Thornton said confidentiality is guaranteed but consent form from patient will be required. Ethics form approval has been obtained for the registry. 

Dr J King commented that he felt this was the way forward. He felt that our data was already being sold without our consent or the patients consent.

Dr A Thornton said that eMD contract would be signed. 

Dr R Nethonondo asked if data would be available to members for research etc. Dr A Thornton outlined existing structure.

Prof A Doubell confirmed the access to the data for research purposes after the research protocol had been approved by Exco.
It was emphasised that the database was for all cardiologists both private and public practitioners.

Dr A Thornton asked for financial commitment for the year. The projected costs were R800K. 
Prof B Mayosi asked for support for registry in terms of finance, to secure intellectual property rights, and to develop a business plan and find sponsors.

Dr L Steingo said he was worried about sponsorship. Dr A Thornton felt that companies would pay for information e.g. market share. 

A member from the floor urged members to commit to the process and give in data. AT said this would be an ideal. 
Dr C Zambiakides asked for clarification of costs. This was outlined per centre and eMD would scale costs depending on number of sites.

Dr R Nethonondo said SHARE should be given a mandate to continue as outlined by Dr A Thornton. Taken by consensus that mandate was given. Next year the business model will be developed and presented model.
The floor congratulated Dr A Thornton and Ms E Schaafsma.
9. Motions, points of discussion and constitutional changes



South African Society for cardiovascular Research (SASCAR).  

They made application to be accepted as a special interest group. Over the last two years there were Basic Science sessions at the SA Heart Congress. A website was available to be launched. Four symposia are planned for next year, at four different universities. A joint symposium in London will be held at end of year.  They have a constitution.


Proposed and accepted



Cardiovascular Imaging Society. 
A working group in echocardiography has been proposed. It was debated whether this should include the nuclear medicine imaging group. An Inaugural meeting for the Cardiovascular Imaging Society is set up for some time in January. Some funds in existing Nuclear Cardiology group will be transferred to the new group. The  echocardiography working group will be included in the Cardiovascular Imaging Society.
Dr G Cassel felt that too many groups competing for limited funding.  Dr C Schamroth felt smaller groups should have a threshold number of members i.e. a minimum if not achieved for two years in a row 
then SIG is terminated.  Prof R Essop felt we should take a cue from what is happening internationally and feels that this proposal is worthwhile. He felt crucial for development of echocardiography in the country. Dr A Dalby supported development as there is a need. Echocardiography is supported by and from many groups at the moment. Dr D Smith felt echo is different to other areas of imaging and therefore felt separate group is needed. Dr F Hellig also felt that should be separate from other imaging i.e. should be stand alone.  Dr C Zambakides also supported this. Prof P Manga felt Imaging Society should include all aspects of imaging. A proposal was made to form an Imaging Society which is inclusive of all imaging modalities as opposed to a dedicated echo group.  This was rejected and it was decided that more thought should be given to this issue and more work and proposers will resubmit the proposal re the imaging groups and their structures.
Dr D Smith asked for who would coordinate echo meetings for next year.  Prof B Mayosi said the Education committee of SA Heart Association was responsible for this and indeed for coordination of all educational activities.
Honorary membership

Motion was made proposing honorary membership of Prof L Opie supported by five members and executive. This was unanimously accepted.


SAMA and SAPPF

Two motions were submitted. Point (a) was withdrawn as the legal ramifications were unclear. It was noted however that some independence from SAMA was needed.
Point b was accepted and SAPPF as will the RPL legal process will be supported. The members will entrust the executive committee to make decisions which are in the interest of the society and its members. Such decisions will be raised at the next AGM and decisions reviewed as to whether to continue in that line will be ratified.
10. Introduction of new committee members/Exco members:
President:



Dr Martin Sussman
Immediate Past President:

Prof Bongani Mayosi
Vice President:



Adriaan Snyders
Treasurer: 



Dr Ronnie Jardine

Secretary:



Dr Anthony Stanley

Education Committee:

Prof MR Essop

Dr M Heradien

Dr T Mabin

Prof K Sliwa-Hähnle

Prof J Brink 

Dr C Radulescu – co-opted

Ethics and Guidelines Committee:

Dr D Dalby 

Dr D Janekelow

Dr A Yip

Prof F Smit 

Private Practice Committee:

Dr A Stanley

Dr L Rampini 

More to be co-opted

Full Time Salaried Committee:

Prof P Manga 

Dr MR Nethononda

Dr J. Hewiston 

More to be co-opted

11. Prof B Mayosi thanked the society and the executive for their support during his time in office and welcomed Dr M Sussman as the new president. Dr M Sussman, in turn thanked Prof Mayosi for his able steerage of the SA Heart Association during the preceding two years. He was positive about the way forward and looked forward to his time in office.
