SASCI ANNUAL REPORT 2011

It is my privilege to report back on a SASCI’s activities the past 12 months. After 4 years at the helm this will be my final report as President of SASCI. It was a privilege to work closely with other likeminded and committed members of our cardiology community on the SASCI Executive Committee. I do believe that we had a number of successes but a huge amount of work still needs to be done in an ever changing and complex medical environment.  
The following individuals have been the corner stone of our society for the past number of years. 
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President (ex-officio) 
Dr Tom Mabin

Vice-President 
Dr Farrel Hellig

Secretary 

Dr Adie Horak

Treasurer 

Dr Clive Corbett

Members 

Dr Cobus Badenhorst

Dr Jacques du Toit

Dr Jai Patel

Dr Mpiko Ntsekhe
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Executive Officer 
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The following major activities/programs took place since the previous annual report:

Council for Medical Schemes PMB - SASCI’s commitment and involvement with the CMS PMB process has been noted and applauded within the healthcare environment, not the least by CMS itself. SASCI obtained legal expertise through Elsabe Klinck and I believe this guided us in a professional, effective and legally sound manner. I thank Farrel Hellig (as Vice-President) whom with George Nel attended the important all day CMS PMB meeting on 25th of November 2010. From this meeting it is clear that SASCI will / need to play a pivotal role in recommendations to CMS (including vetting clinical evidence but also potentially cost-effectiveness analysis).  The ESC guideline(s) was submitted to CMS as best available “evidence base” and has been accepted by CMS as appropriate. 
Comments and Guidelines (October 2011)
The SASCI Executive Guideline Working Group consisting of G Cassel, T Mabin, F Hellig and S Khan has over the past few months developed “SASCI Comment on Treatment of Myocardial Revascularisation from a South African Interventional perspective”. This document is available at www.sasci.co.za.  This SASCI document should be considered in conjunction with the European Society of Cardiology Guidelines. This document has been issued to the broader medical funding environment as well as Council for Medical Schemes.     

A “Joint Consensus Statement and Guideline on Trans-catheter Aortic Valve Implantation” has also been issued which has been developed jointly by SA Heart Association, the Society of Cardiothoracic Surgeons of South Africa and SASCI. This guideline is available on www.saheart.org website.
Educational Activities - 

The First Global meeting of Society for Cardiac Angiography and Intervention (SCAI) Congress took place in October 2010 in Istanbul.  SASCI was invited to participate and I official represented our society at this prestigious congress. Our relationship with SCAI is crucial to ensure that SA interventional cardiology remains relevant on the international arena. 
Four South African Registrars did attend the annual Society for Cardiac Angiography and Intervention (SCAI) Fellows Program in Las Vegas in December 2010. This was made possible through support from SCAI, SASCI as well as Boston Scientific. The SA delegation for 2010 was Drs Riaz Dawood; Jens Hitzeroth; Aine Mugabi and Norman Lester.  Feedback received from them was extremely positive and they indicated that this is a world class program. SASCI will continue with the program in 2011. In addition to our local Fellows Dr Jugessur Sanjiv, a young cardiologist from Mauritius, attendance of the SCAI congress was also facilitated by SASCI. 
The 7th Annual SASCI Fellows Workshop was held on 26th of February at Netcare Sunninghill. The faculty will consist of Dr’s Farrel Hellig (program director), Graham Cassel, Cobus Badenhorst, Chris Zambakides and Dave Kettles. 24 Fellows from across South Africa attended the program as well as one visiting young cardiologist from Mauritius. The program was well received by both delegates and industry alike.    
During the Fellows Workshop SASCI announced the recipient of the 2011 Boston Scientific RC Fraser International Fellowship Award in Interventional Cardiology. The recipient for 2011 Dr Alfonso Jan Kemp Pecoraro, specialist registrar at Tygerberg Academic Hospital, is a dedicated physician with a definite interest in interventional cardiology with an academic record of the highest order. This award allows him to travel internationally and spend 4 weeks at a renowned interventional center in 2012.        
The highly popular EuroPCR 2011 was once again held in Paris this year (17 to 20 May 2011). SASCI has collaborated with the French Interventional Society in a joint session. This meeting remains a must in our annual calendar and ensures that the South African Interventional community maintains a high international profile. 
It is with great pride that SASCI  welcomes Dr Spencer B. King III, (M.D., M.A.C.C., F.A.C.P., F.E.S.C.) - Executive Director Academic Affairs Saint Joseph’s Health System, President Saint Joseph’s Heart and Vascular Institute, Professor of Medicine Emeritus, Emory University School of Medicine – to South Africa as the 2011 SASCI Visiting Professor. Dr King is well respected and experienced in interventional cardiology and as such offers numerous teaching opportunities for the medical school’s he will be visiting from October to November. Lecture evenings for private/public cardiologists have been held in Pretoria, Johannesburg, Cape Town with Durban and Bloemfontein to follow after the SA Heart congress. I would like to thank Medtronic for their substantial and unconditional support of this valuable extension of SASCI's long standing commitment to enhance cardiology sub-specialty training in South Africa.  
The South African Heart Association Congress 2011 will take place in East London from 23 to 26 October 2011. Dr Spencer King (SASCI’s Visiting Professor 2011) and Dr Vasco Rui Da Gama Ribeiro will be part of our international faculty. The program will be of great interest to the interventional cardiologist.     

SASCI in collaboration with the France-Reunion Cardiology Group, and the South African Cardiac Surgery Group, will host the French-Reunion-South African (FRSA) Meeting in Cape Town from 27 to 30 November 2011 at the BOE convention center in the Cape Town. A big thank you should go to Tom Mabin for continuing to put us on the map and for his tireless effort to drive educational opportunities in South Africa. This meeting has received international accreditation and Mayo Clinic endorsement.     
South African Registrars will once again have the opportunity to attend the annual Society for Cardiac Angiography and Intervention (SCAI) Fellows Program in Las Vegas from 6-9 December 2011. The SA delegation for 2011 is: Drs MC Mayayise, GS Harris, S Pandie and C Kyriakakis. The SASCI Exco panel was impressed by the caliber of this year’s candidates and believes that they will benefit from this educational opportunity. 
I would like to thank our industry partners for their continued and unwavering support of SASCI and the society constitutional objectives. Without these close and professional relationships few of SASCI’s objectives will be achieved. 
Please contact our Executive Officer George Nel on 083-458-5954 or sasci@sasci.co.za if you need any assistance or need to formally communicate with the executive. 
DR GRAHAM CASSEL

President, SASCI
