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CARDIAC SURGICAL SPECIALIST INTEREST GROUP CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
The year 2010 has been a busy one for the Executive with projects started previously, which now has been concluded and can probably be summarized under seven headings. 

A successful Symposium was held on the 18th – 20th February 2011. Invited guests were Doctors Magdi Yacoub, Dr J Elefteriades and Dr N Kouchoukos.

The Symposium was held together with the Perfusion Society, Perfmed and was attended by Surgeons, Cardiologists, Perfusionists and Nurses.

Due to the great demand created by the success of this meeting, further biennial meetings are planned. 
1. ACADEMIC MEETING:

The Society has been successful in bringing a number of overseas guests and since 1999 we have held a successful Biennial Meeting, bringing to this country, amongst others, Doctors Magdi Yacoub, Tyrone David, Hank Edmonds, Hillel Laks, Antonio Calafiore, Scott Swanson, John Pepper, David Taggart, Gerald Buckberg, Michael Acker, Randy Wolf and many others not to forget respected expats like Manuel Antunes and John Odell.

The Biennial Meeting was indeed very successful until it became financially impossible to host this meeting, much due to the economic hardships that many of the device companies had fallen upon. Therefore, the Executive made a decision 4 years ago to piggy back our Biennial Meeting onto the SA Heart meeting, which would resolve the financial burden of hosting a meeting.

Initially, that was successful, with the 2007 meeting that was combined with the Indian Ocean’s Group and SASCI and where the Society also received some of the accrued funds of that conference. However, since then, the funding forthcoming from SA Heart has not been substantial and the surgical content of the SA Heart meeting has been significantly diluted by the Cardiological magnitude of the annual SA Heart Association meeting. A further problem was that the thoracic component of our meetings had disappeared from the SA Heart meeting.
In response to huge demands by individual members, we decided to reintroduce the Biennial Meeting so that the needs of Cardiothoracic Surgeons can be catered for in that meeting. The initial plan was to have an Aortic Symposium as an “easing back into” the Biennial Meeting and this was supposed to have been held in November of last year. Due to various unavoidable logistical complications, this was not possible last year and the meeting will now be held in February of this year. It would therefore replace the Biennial Meeting, which is to be held in the so called SAHA “off” years, during which year the Special Interest Groups hold their focused meetings.
This Aortic Symposium is made possible by an educational grant from Medtronic. All paid up Members of the Society will be fully sponsored by the Society, including travel costs, accommodation as well as congress fees. 

The Meeting will be open to all Health Professionals, but obviously they will not be sponsored and a congress fee is payable for those Colleagues wishing to attend. These fees are available from the Solutions Group, who is the Event Organizers for this Meeting.
This Meeting will not replace or include the Registrars Forum. The Registrars Forum was an initiative of the Society and takes place on an annual basis. The aim of this Meeting is for Registrars to ultimately present and conduct their own meeting similar to that held by General Surgeons as well as Gynaecologists. 

This Meeting is fully sponsored by Ethicon and will be continued to be held once a year. The Meeting presently resides in Bloemfontein, where it is organized by Francis Smit on behalf of the Society. This will continue to be an annual stand alone meeting.

The Society was also involved in the first EACTS Educational Meeting that was held in Bloemfontein during April of last year. The Society will find its role in that meeting, the second, of which will take place in April this year. 
2. MEMBERSHIP:

The membership currently stands at 61.
Membership fees for 2011 are R1500.00 per annum, which is probably the lowest professional society fee presently available. Membership entitles members to sponsored and/or financially supported meetings of the Society, as well as support from the Society where the need arises.
This role of the Society will be discussed later. Membership fees have always been a prickly pear as all Cardiac Surgeons are renowned to be unreliable when it comes to mundane tasks, like paying Society fees. This unfortunately does not help the Society to function, which it has done mainly at the cost of the EXCO Members themselves. As we move in a technologically advanced era, this will not be possible to continue and the Society will have to strictly enforce the fees. 

3. WEBSITE:

Our website has in the last years been with CTSNet, but the time has now come for us to move on and have and host our own Website locally. This has now been made possible and Tony Linegar has taken the initiative of setting up the Website. The Website will be sponsored by interested parties in the industry and will be of high quality and enable Members of the public as well as Members of the Society, to keep abreast of developments. We hope to float the new Website as early as February 2011 and we are making steady progress towards that. A Members only access will be available to paid up Members.
4. DATABASE:

The Database has unfortunately not materialized. It currently resides with the SA Heart Association and the premise that this will be developed alongside with the Cathlab database, has been wrong as both of these entities are currently not in practice. My own personal opinion is that a database in this country, until regulated by some sort of authoritative body or “rewarded” by remuneration in terms of reimbursement, is going to continue to be very difficult to establish. 
Currently participation in the STS Thoracic Surgery database in America is still very problematic, so therefore I can only foresee hardship in our environment. 

5. RELATIONSHIPS WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS:

Our relationship with SA Heart Association has remained stable and amicable and currently we are represented by a Surgical Interest Group, of which the EXCO is the same as our Society. The small numbers of Surgeons in the country make it impossible to run two different societies and therefore both these bodies effectively run as a single society. Our relationship with SATS, the South African Thoracic Society, can be described as a tenuous one and attendance at the annual SATS Meeting, has been poor to say the least. 

It is however of utmost importance that Thoracic Surgery be presented at different fora of which SATS must be one, but it needs to reside within the Society of Cardiothoracic Surgeons, as unlike the rest of the world, both disciplines of Cardiac and Thoracic Surgery are practiced by the majority if Surgeons in this country.
6. RELATIONSHIP WITH THE FUNDING INDUSTRY:

Finally, the question of funding/reimbursement needs to be addressed. The EXCO have been involved in extensive and exhaustive negotiations with the funding industry and has made exceptional progress in reimbursement issues. In January 2009, the EXCO released a document to Members of the Society establishing Guidelines for interpretation of the SAMA issued Doctor’s Billing Guide. 
This need arose due to extensive creativity amongst Surgeons and exhaustive requests for auditing of accounts by the Funding industry and after an extensive 4 year research programme, the Guidelines were issued as the view of the majority of Surgeons. In establishing those Guidelines, the Executive had taken into account after liberal opportunity, to suggest and respond to these Guidelines, by the Members of the Society as the final paper, on how to interpret the Doctor’s Billing Guide. 
This met with resistance of varying degree from various Funders and we have resisted speaking to individual Funders, but acceded to the request from Discovery for two reasons.

1. They fall out of BHF as they are not a Member of the Board of Health Funders

2. They present by far the largest number and the majority of Medical Aid Members in this country

The Board of Health Funders has neither corresponded with SOCTS nor requested same.

As a gesture of goodwill, the Society advised after exhaustive discussions and negotiations, a reduced remuneration as previously reported to Members for Members of the Discovery Medical Aid, which was offset against the advantage of direct payment by the Funder i.e. Discovery and the keeping in place of their increased payment plans, as sold to their Members. 
This was well received by our Members and is largely adhered to. Various other management organizations like Momentum and Qualsa have certainly been problematic, but the final hurdle, which these organizations clung to i.e. that this was not included in the Doctors Guide to Billing issued by SAMA, has now been removed as the Society has been formally informed that the Guidelines as issued by our Society, has been accepted by SAMA and will be included in the 2011 Doctor’s Guide to Billing. 

There should therefore now, be no more obstructions to those Guidelines. They can be enforced by statutory organizations and there is no need to discuss with individual Funders, those issues anymore.

The Society however request that members adhere strictly to those Guidelines and therefore will have the support of the Society. In the event, which has happened before of Members creating accounts outside of those Guidelines, sometimes to embarrassing proportions, the Society will obviously withdraw its support for that particular Member.

As contained in the Guidelines, it is our mission to also put out a set of Guidelines for the Thoracic part of our reimbursement structure.

7. GUIDELINES:
A Subcommittee will be formed to draft Guidelines for various elements of our discipline and these will be posted on the Website. This will be the main task of the new Executive.

The EXCO invites all Members to liaise with it and would like to take this opportunity of wishing its Members well.
R. Kleinloog
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