Annual Report of the Full Time Practice Committee of South African Heart Association: 2011
Training:
As compared to last year the training of cardiologists (adult and paediatric) as well as that of cardiac surgeons remains a challenge in most if not all academic institutions. The perennial problems of staffing, equipment and other resources at academic hospitals still remain. Availability of resources, both human and equipment is a huge challenge in many training institutions. This has been especially acute in Gauteng this year.  Appeals to relevant Health Departments have largely fallen on deaf ears, at least with regard to appropriate action being taken. Many training units are using the private sector to fill in gaps in their training programs. The committee would like to commend the public-private partnerships at academic institutions and continues to encourage these partnerships to strengthen training.
The following was the examination pass rate for October 2010 & May 2011

Certificate of Adult Cardiology:  75% ( 9 candidates passed)

Certificate in Cardiology (Paeds):  100% ( 1 candidates passed)

FC Cardio : 17% ( 2 candidates passed)
Staffing: 
The staffing position in training institutions is still problematical. This relates to full time consultant as well as fellow training posts. Funding appears to be at the core of the problem for these posts. Some institutions are using the private sector to fund some training posts. The occupational service dispensation for middle managers (consultants) in many provinces still remains unresolved. This has added to the low morale of full time practice consultants.   

Prof F Smit is trying to get an overview of the current work load at academic institutions for cardiology and cardiothoracic surgery. We encourage support of this process.

Cath Lab Registry: 
On a positive note the cath lab registry is being rolled out to academic institutions and capture of data is progressing well in many of these institutions. All academic units remain committed to the cath lab registry project.
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