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SA Heart Association : PRETORIA Branch 2011.

Our Branch activities again centered on the quarterly clinical meeting arranged by myself and the monthly Journal Club arranged by Dr Corrie van Wyk.  This year Sanofi Aventis again provided logistic support for our Journal Club meetings. Cipla, Astra and Servier this year supported our quarterly clinical discussions.  Dr John Benjamin was our guest speaker at our AGM meeting presenting an excellent talk on athlete’s heart followed by a discussion of clinical cases from our Steve Biko Hospital.    Medtronic and Pharma Dynamics supported our meeting with Dr Spencer King and SASCI in October after his day visit to Steve Biko Hospital
Dr Pre Chetty is elected as the New Chairman and Dr Iftikar Ebrahim as the treasurer

Pretoria Branch is responsible for WA Heart 2012.  We are in the proce3ss to finalize the contribution / participati9on of the special interests groups and should then have a provisional program ready shortly after SA Heart 2011.  Our theme of “Structural Heart Disease” give ample opportunity for all groups to participate.  The meeting will be held in Sun City .. but with some novel ideas.  We look forward to see you all there.

Our Bank Account will be open as from 2012.  For now we do not have financial statements to report on.

We are in the process to develop a program in Pretoria similar to the “Stent for Life“ program of the ESC.  Pretoria will be the pilot program  and will include both the private and public sectors (SBAH/UP) with a strategy to include all patients to improve outcomes both in terms of early PCI and lytic usage. The cath lab at Steve Biko is again fully functional this year.  Extension of the program to other region will follow.  The aim of this program is to improved fast and appropriate access to appropriate medical care for STEMI patients to improve early reperfusion.  We thank Abbot Vascular for their logistic and administrative support with this program.  The program will run as a SA Heart program in collaboration with SASCI and South African Heart & Stroke Foundation
Prof Andrew Sarkin has started as the new Head of Cardiology at Steve Biko Hospital and University of Pretoria.   Dr Normal Lester joined as cardiologist at Zuid Afrikaans Hospital.   Dr Jean Vorster an Dan du Toit are our Edwards TAVI Team at Unitas.   Dr Iftikar Ebrahim, Michael Guerra and Dr Johan Scholtz is our Medtronic TAVI Team at Unitas Hospital.   Zuid Afrikaans Hospital also started a TAVI Program whilst Wilgers Hospital withdraw as TAVI Centre
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